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party immediately left for London. It had been the
experience all through the later years of the War that
accommodation in the many hotels was very difficult to
obtain, partly no doubt., owing to the occupation of some
of the larger ones by the Government for the purposes of
the War. The congestion had not been fully relieved by
the time His Highness arrived, and the party were hard
put to it to find rooms. Eventually after some days spent
at the Savoy, the Maharaja moved to Claridge's. Prince
Jaisinh Rao began to improve in a nursing-home, but
it was not thought advisable for the Maharaja to see
him.

There had at first been no thought of prolonging the
visit beyond November, but the rush for passages was so
great that they could not be secured for a long time. In
the meanwhile the doctors advised a rest-cure for the
Maharaja, and the return to India was abandoned. On the
15th November the Maharaja and Maharani lunched with
the King and Queen at Buckingham Palace, and subse-
quently dined with the Secretary of State for India (Mr.
Montagu). Immediately afterwards the Maharaja retired
to a nursing-home for his rest-cure, but he was barely
installed there before a cable was received announcing the
death of Princess Padmavati, the wife of the eldest son,
Fateh Sinh Rao, and mother of the present heir apparent.
The news was not altogether unexpected, for she had been
ailing for some time past, and so far back as September
the doctors had pronounced the disease to be cancer. But
close on the heels of this cable arrived another announcing
the sudden death of Shivaji Rao, the circumstances of
which have already been described. The Maharaja's rest-
cure was postponed. He returned to Claridge's, and
immediately instructed the Dewan to do all that was
possible for the widow and children. He sustained this
crushing blow with fortitude, but the poor mother was